
Supporting the New Jersey Mandate for Genocide and Holocaust Education 

SISTER ROSE THERING FUND 
ELEVENTH ANNUAL ESSAY 
COMPETITION 
THEME:  WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

Speaking up for a world without prejudice 

What can a nun with a passion for eliminating anti-Semitism teach us 
about ridding our world of all forms of prejudice and bigotry and creating 
an environment where all feel welcome?   

Watch the Academy Award-nominated documentary, Sister Rose’s 
Passion, and find out!  Share your voice, your ideas or your story in a 
500-word essay about how you can make a difference today.   
 

Open to all New Jersey high school students in grades 9 – 12. 
 

Entry Deadline:  January 31, 2020 
Full essay competition guidelines & details available on our website 

Check your school library or resource center for copy of DVD  

 

First Place & 
Honorable 

Mention winners 
for each grade 
level across all 

entries   
____ 

Submit up to 10 
essays per grade 
level per school 

____ 

Celebration of 
Education Award 

Ceremony at 
Seton Hall 

University on            
March 22, 2020 

____ 

Winners, their 
families & 

teachers invited 
to ceremony 

SETON HALL 
UNIVERSITY 

400 South Orange Ave. 
South Orange, NJ  07079 

973-761-9006 

www.shu.edu/SRTFEssay   

E-mail:  srtf@shu.edu  
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL ESSAY COMPETITION FOR HIGH SCHOOLS 
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

The documentary Sister Rose’s Passion has been distributed, previously, to every public high school in New Jersey, 
as well as to private and religious schools.  Teachers are asked to show the 30-minute film, Sister Rose’s Passion, 
to their classes and announce the competition.  Students will write 500-word essays after they have watched the 
film, addressing this year’s theme and answering one or more of the suggested questions below. 

If you cannot locate a copy of the DVD in your school library or through your administration, please contact 
the Sister Rose Thering Fund (srtf@shu.edu) to request a copy.   

The essay competition provides a great opportunity to provide education in keeping with the New Jersey 
Mandate for Genocide and Holocaust Education (www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html) 
  
COMPETITION GUIDELINES   
 
Theme: Welcoming the Stranger 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  
Matthew 25:35 
 
Treat the foreigner staying with you like the native-born among you. You are to love him as yourself, for you were foreigners in the 
land of Egypt. 
Leviticus 19:34 
 
The mission of the Sister Rose Thering Fund for Education in Jewish-Christian Studies is to advance the 
legacy of Sister Rose Thering by fostering understanding and cooperation among Jews, Christians and people 
of other religious traditions through advocacy and education. To this end, we are committed to absorbing the 
lessons of both the Holocaust and other acts of religious prejudice, teaching them through the educators who 
receive our scholarship aid.  
 
Sister Rose Thering believed in standing up to injustice. Rooting out anti-Semitism and religious prejudice 
became her passion and her life’s work. Sister Rose was determined to do all she could to ensure that the 
horrors of the Holocaust would never be repeated, and the atrocity never forgotten.  
 
Sister Rose would be disturbed by the recent resurgence of anti-Semitism in American towns and cities. She 
would be angry to know that the perpetrators have not had the opportunity to learn about the traditions and 
cultures of minority religions or the people who practice them.  It would remind Sister Rose how, for 
millennia, Jews were not welcome to live, work or worship where they chose.  She would heed the call to “do 
something” to fight the current rise of anti-Semitism and would be moved to help the strangers who today 
are seeking to make their way to a better life.  
 
Like Sister Rose Thering, you can challenge ignorance, bigotry and prejudice. This year’s essay competition 
provides you with the opportunity to consider how you can make a difference. 
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Questions to Consider  
After watching Sister Rose’s Passion, how would you emulate Sister Rose Thering in addressing one or more of 
the following? 

1. If Sister Rose were here today, how do you think she would welcome the stranger to our community? 
2. In order to welcome the stranger, we must first recognize her/him.  Who is the stranger at your 

school or community?  What concrete steps or actions might you take to help that person or group 
feel welcome and accepted? 

3. Using an example that you have personally witnessed or experienced, or one you have heard about, 
seen or watched in the news where an individual person or a particular group of people were treated 
as unwelcome, discuss how the life and work of Sister Rose inspires you to heed the call to “do 
something” to change things for the better.  How do you connect any of this to your school or local 
community?   

4. What effect do Sister Rose’s words, actions and beliefs have on your future? 
5. What do the story and lessons learned from the Holocaust teach you about the importance of 

welcoming the stranger or those who we and our peers perceive as strangers?  How can you teach 
these lessons by your words and actions to create a climate of welcome, acceptance and 
understanding?    

 
I.  SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Ten (10) essays per grade level per school, maximum 40 essays per school* 
2. Essays can be submitted only by classroom teachers. Individual student submissions will not be 

considered for judging. 
3. There are three ways to submit essays: 

a. Preferred method:  register and upload essays at  
https://setonhall.formstack.com/forms/sister_rose_essay_competition  

b. Via e-mail to srtf@shu.edu  
c. Hardcopy (must include essay, application and permission forms for each entry) mailed to  

Sister Rose Thering Fund Essay Competition 
Seton Hall University 

400 South Orange Ave. 
South Orange, NJ  07079 

 
4. Submissions are due by Friday, January 31.  The application and release forms must accompany all 

submissions.   

*If a school submits more than ten essays for a given grade level, the essays from that school’s grade 
level will not be eligible for consideration in the 2020 Competition. 

II. FORMAT REQUIREMENTS 
a. typewritten. No handwritten essays will be accepted. 
b. Maximum of 500 words. (Essays over 500 words may be disqualified)  
c. double-spaced (will be approximately two pages) 
d. 12-point Times New Roman  
e. one side only on 8 ½” X 11” paper with 1-inch margins  
f. student’s name, teacher’s name, school, grade level must be typewritten on each page, 

including title page, upper left corner.   
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III. FORMS  

a. complete the Student Essay Competition Application (page 4) 
b. complete the Student Release Form (page 5)  
c. return essay and two forms to the classroom teacher by the school’s requested deadline  

 
III.      JUDGING CRITERIA 

a. originality  
b. relevance to theme/relevance to Sister Rose’s message  
c. overall organization  
d. grammar, spelling and punctuation  
e. must mention Sister Rose  

 
          Note: essays will be judged according to student’s grade level  
 
 WINNER SELECTION AND NOTIFICATION 

a. one first place winner will be selected for each grade level  
b. one honorable mention award will be made for each grade level 
c. first place winners will receive a certificate and a small monetary award.  Honorable mention 

winners will receive a certificate from the Sister Rose Thering Fund.   
d. notification letters to winners will be sent out by February 24, 2020.  
e. winners, their families and teachers will be invited and are expected to attend the award 

ceremony at Seton Hall University on Sunday, March 22, 2020. 
 

All essays will be kept on file in the office of the Sister Rose Thering Fund at Seton Hall University 
and will not be returned to students. 
 

 Thank you for participating. Good luck to your school and students! 
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SISTER ROSE THERING FUND 
STUDENT ESSAY COMPETITION APPLICATION 

DEADLINE:  January 31, 2020 
 
 
 

Student’s Name            
                                          First                           Middle initial                Last 
 
Student’s home address           
 
 
City      State    Zip code    
 
 
Student’s phone number (  )          
 
 
Name of School            
 
 
School address            
 
 
City      State    Zip code    
 
 
School phone number (  )          
 
 
Name of teacher             
 
 
Teacher E-mail Address            
      
 
Student’s year in school (circle one):          9th        10th       11th       12th        
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RELEASE FORM FOR 

SISTER ROSE THERING FUND STUDENT ESSAY COMPETITION 
 
 

I/We give our permission for the essay entitled 
 
________________________________________________________________________submitted to the 
Sister Rose Thering Fund Student Essay Competition sponsored by the Sister Rose Thering Fund at Seton 
Hall University, South Orange New Jersey, to be used in any future publications of the Fund. 
 
Student name (printed) 
 
 
 
Student signature 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian name (printed) 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian signature 
 
 
 
 
Date              
 
 
Thank you. 

 
 


